Elizabeth were to die without further negotiation and planning for the succession, a Scottish claim to the English throne would unite Britain. Furthermore, given the central role that Mary Queen of Scots played in English political life in the 1570s and 1580s before her execution in 1587, it is unthinkable that any history of Britain could not have been written in the light of the knowledge of her role and activities. England was technically at war with Spain, England's queen having been declared a heretic by Pope Pius V, who asserted that she could legitimately be overthrown by her Catholic subjects. Many non-Catholic Englishmen and women would not have welcomed the prospect of rule by a 'North Briton', especially in the light of the constitutional issues the question of Mary's imprisonment raised, the scandals she was involved in and the plots to overthrow Elizabeth that she appeared happy to endorse. Mary's biography reads like an English nightmare. She had been brought up a strict Catholic at the French court. She was the daughterin-law of Catherine de Medici, later the evil genius behind the Massacre
